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CAVE AT, &c. 
IHE Author of all our Diſgraces, 
of all our Oppreſſions, — begins 
to lift up his impious Head: 

Again he ſeems to make a Jeſt of publick 


Juſtice.— Who could have thought this? 
The Man who a Year ago was crying out 


for Mercy :=—The Man who was looked 


upon in the Condition of a Criminal already 
under Sentence of Death: That ſuch a 


Man ſhould in fo ſhort a Time give him- - 


ſelf the-Airs of the Head and Leader of a 
Faction 
_ To ſee ſuch a Monſter of Iniquity and 
Corruption, not only eſcape capital Puniſh» 
ment, but continue in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of the Plunder of twenty Vears: No 
Account rendered: No Reſtitution made 
* tho Publick.—Inficad of | ſeeing him 
B ſtript, 
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ſtript, degraded, and made a laſting Ex- 
ample to deter all future bad Men from 
committing the like Crimes, to ſee him go 
off honoured, rewarded; nay the very in- 
ferior Tools and Inſtruments of his wick 
ed Meaſures left hanging upon the Publick, 
and, like ſo many Leeches ſtil drawing off 
the Remainder of our vital Spirits, is a 
Circumſtance that hath made every honeſt 
Heart in the Nation ſick. 15 4 

Not to carry this Declamation too far, 
let us conſider Matters war Temper and 
Moderation. | 
We are told, that Things are not fo 
bad as they are generally repreſented :— 
Some of thoſe in whom we lately placed 
our greateſt Confidence, aſſure us, That 
Puniſhment till hangs over this Man, — 
That if we will but have a little Patience, 
Vengeance may ſtill overtake him. 
That thoſe who forced him out of Power, 
have no Tenderneſs either for his Perſon or 
his Crimes. That if they did not puſh 
the late Attempt to bring him to Juſtice, 
ir was becauſe T. were morally ſure, it 
' could 


— 
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could not then ſucceed according to the 
Expectations of the Publick: That they 
knew there was a determined Reſolution 
in a certain Place to protect him; and 
that therefore they were for deferring the 
Attack, and like good Soldiers, keeping 
back their Fire, till they could make Uſe 
of it to do ſome Execution: That the 
Chain of Corruption being in the mean 
Time broke by his Removal from Power, 
all that the Nation has a juſt Reaſon to 
expect from the new Miniſters will ſoon 
be done; and the Conſtitution eaſed of 
it's Burthen, will be able to work it's own 

Cure. Net Of d A 1 
All this is ſaid, and I hope, it is all 
true. I hope, our new Miniſters are 
not endeavouring to impoſe either upon 
themſelves, their Friends, or their Coun- 
try. It is not our Buſineſs to condemn. 
them as long as there can be Room to 
hope, that they mean to ſet Things right. 
Not to lay too great a Load therefore 
upon them, let us acquit them of being 
as yet criminal, yet ſure it muſt be owned, 
n+ B that 


640) 
that their Conduct hath in ſome Reſpects 
been a little unfortunate. However, as 
there is ſtill Room to mend paſt Bitots, let 
us give them ſtill a little Forbeatanoe for 
the Debts they owe to theit Country; but 
in the mean Time; they muſt give! us 
Leave to declare our Apprehenſions of 
what may be the Conſequence of the fa- 
tal Reprieve (to eall ĩt by no wotſea Name) 
lately given to this Man? vel 930209 Serie: 
With Regard to theſe Apprebenſions, F 
muſt firſt premiſe; that though this Man 
is removed from Buſineſs; the World ean- 
not be perſuaded, he is removed from 
Power. There are but too many diſi- 
agrecable Citeumſtanees in our Affäirs, 
which ſmell ſtrong of his Inffuence. 
F it be ſo we may afliire' ourſelves, he 
will not be content witfr a bate -Reprieve's 
_ for notwithſtanding! the ſtrange Power 
made uſe of to ſtiffe and ſuppreſs all Kind 
of Dvidenve; ſuck' u Lead ef Guilt has 
come to Light againſt Him, as leaves no 
Room for Mercy in the Eyes of the Peas 
+4 Ws — 1:4 
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petice, the Splendor of his Palaces, and 
the Magnificence of his Furniture, is 4 
ffficient Proof of his Plunder. He was 
known to be in diſtreſſed Circumſtances 
when 'he- firſt came into Power. He 
has ſinee conſtanitly lived at 2 Rate above 
what his Family Eſtate and the juſt Pro- 
fits of his Employments could afford ; and 
yet his Dotneſticks' ſhew you, by Way of 
Oſtentation, a Gallery in one of his Pala- 
eco, with fiwrftore thouſand "Pons, bung 

up againſt che Walls. 
For theſe Reaſons, He is confidered 4s 
ready as a Convi :—— The People think; 

that nothing but the Formality of a Trial 
is wanting to do his Buſineſs. In ſpight 
of his affected Tranquility and natural 
Iaipudenet Bis Fleatt akes, and muſt ake 
1 long as the S rord is kept hanging ovet 
his Head. IS it not natural for him to 
endeavour to change that uneaſy and dan- 
gerous Situation ?- Will he not move 
Heaven and Earth to be ſafe ? No doubt 
he win. I think therefore, we may ex 
N other of theſe two Things 
attempted; 


156 
attempted: Either that a, colluſive Trial 
will be ſet on Foot, that he may be ac 


% 


_ quitted by a Farce of juſtice; or an AR 
of Indemnity; will be brought in. 
Which ever of the two is thought moſt 
adviſeable, in all Probability, it will be at- 
tempted by ſurprize, perhaps towards the 
Atter End of this very Seſſion, when the 
Departure of the Country Gentlemen (ac- 
carding to their uſual | unhappy Cuſtom) 
leaves the Courtiers Maſters, of the Field; 
by which Means the People are generally 
awed into a Submiſſion, by the Appearance 
of a formidable Majority upon every: 
Queſtion. No Man, therefore, can do 
4 better Piece of Service to his Country, 
chan to alarm his Fellou- Subjects, and put 

them upon their Guard againſt an Attempt | 
which, if it ſucceeds, will certainly thrpx 
us into Confuſion, or put a final End 4g 
our Liberties. Yi 417 9 And O7 1780 „nd 
If we ſhould he fo unhappy as to ſea 
an Attempt of this Nature ſucceed, it 
mult be brought about by Means of a 


| Aer ben Criniogl.agd, the new 
Miniſters, 
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SSL 
Miniſters, or by a Treaty betwixt him 
and the Perſons of whom the Country 
Party is now compoſed ; but whoever they 
may be that ſhall negotiate with this Man 
for that Purpoſe, or indeed for any Pur- 

| poſe, will be in a Conſpiracy againſt the 
Liberties of their Country. 

In vain will it be for our new Miniſters 
to urge, that Government is not now car- 
ried on by Corruption: That they in- 
tend to keep up no ſtanding Armies in 
Time of Peace. That they aſk for no 
Votes of Credit. That they ſcreen no 
publick Thieves: That they enter inte 
none of thoſe Meaſures to rob the Nation, 
annually practiſed by the late Premier. 

An Act of Indemnity will be productiye 
of all theſe, and much greater Evils. —— 
They may plead their good Intentions as 
much as they pleaſe: — If once they 
remove the Sword from over this Man's 
Head, they may depend upon it they ne- 
ver can, from that very Minute, be the 
Authors of any right Meaſure. He 
will not ſuffer them to gain Reputation. 
R — 


— 


een e e AW WW we 


A „ 


8) 

——Do they WA chat he, who would 
not leave the Appearance, of Power, no 
not fo much as the yain empty Shadow of 
Power, to thoſe Who were all along ſup- 
porting his deſtructiye Meaſures, will be 
content to ſhare it with. thoſe, who have 
been inſtrumental in . reducing him to 
his preſent dangerous Circumſtances — 
Sure no Man can think he will. amen 
As for my Part, when, 1 conſider in 
what Manner an Indemnity given to this 
Man muſt affect the new Miniſters them- 
ſelves, 1 ſhould, not call them Knaves, 
Would they come into i it, becauſe another 
Name would more properly belong ta them. 
—If they ſhould be ſeduced to canſent 
to this Meaſure, upon tho Expectation of 
Favour at Court, there is a Meanneſs in 

them which I I could not ſuſpett.If they 
are ; drawn into it, upon the Promiſe of en- 
5 ing what the World. thinks they want, 
that is, the Power of doing ſame Good 
for their Country, 943 will A moſt * 
ale leceived, 
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Do they fancy that this Man will retire; 
thanking thoſe that have faved him, and 
think no more of publick Afﬀairs? If they 
do, they do not know the Man. 
We ſee, that Mens Foibles and Paſſions 
will enter into Affairs of the greateſt Im- 
portance. There never was a Time 
vrhen it concerned this Man fo much, to 
carry himſelf with Prudence and Caution, 
as at his going off the Stage, yet nothing 
could keep him within the Boutids of Diſ- 
cretion or common Decency ;——— His 


got the better of hin. When it was 
his Buſineſs to ſoften the publick Reſent- 
ment. hen it was his Intereſt to per- 
ſuade the World, he had no Power left, 
ve ſaw him, like Alexander the Great, 


parcelling out the Kingdom amongſt his 


Followers, —— Royal Favouts, which 


might have been privately granted and ac- 
cepted, he refuſed ; thoſe which he knew 


would make a Fracgs, he not only accept- 
ed but inſiſted on.———At the very laſt 


Galpof his fappoſeSexpiring Power, what 


= extra- 
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extravagant Grants to the moſt obpoxious 
of his Tools. What ridiculous Ho- 
nours [to ſome whom, we know engt by 
what. Name to call Do we nat re- 
member, that the very Day after the gaſt 
Seſſion concluded, when the Report of the 
ſecret Committee was in every Hand, when 
the whole Nation was reading an Account 
of little ſcandalous, Robberies committed 
by him Upon hat very Day, I fay, 
When n guld think,; be ſhould have 
ſonght.- aut. ſome: Caye under Ground to 
Ns id hi bee, Abe, hen N 
at, Cqart, giving himſelf ſuch prepoſterous 
Airs, as made all thinking Men pity the 
Weakneßs of his Underſtanding. while 
thoſe, of his Tools who; had a Grain of 
Senſe bluſhed for him. 225 

Theſe Things are mentioned only. to 
ſhew, What is to be expected from him: 

——T hey are brought. i in to prove, that if 
we judge by the Nature of the Man, we 
may, depend upon it, be never will; quit 
the Thoughts of Power but With his 


= n At new, Miniſters, 
whether 
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_ whether removing his Fears, and placing 
him in Safety, will cure his Vanity and 
correct the Inſolence of his Temper ?. 
Sure, they cannot impoſe upon themſelves 
ſo far as to believe, it can have this Effect. 
Ves, but ſome People will ſay, that his 
Gratitude for fo. great a Deliverance, will 
oblige him to give up every Thing to his 
Benefactors. I ſhall take the Liberty 
of anſwering this with a homely old Pro- 
verb, Save a Thief from the Gallus and 
be will cut your Throat, —— Can they ſo 
ſoon forget, that on the very Day when 
this Reprieve was granted him, were they 
abuſed by this Man and his ſcribling Tools? 
IIe attacks thoſe very Perſons with 
Lies and Calumnies to whoſe Lenity it is 
owing that he lives, and for which they loſt 
the warm Hearts of moſt of their Country- 
men. Let them _ this a as 4 _ 
men of his Gratitude. A eie! 
We know by Eppericnce the this Man 
will bear no Rival in Power, and that he is 
full of that Jealouſy, ſo common to weak 
pretending Me of: hating' thoſe WHO ap. 
on C2 pear 
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pear to have ſuperior Abilities : They muſt 

| be Underlings ; If they have not, they 
muſt affect to have a Capacity far inferior 

to his: Suppoſe our new Miniſters, af. 
ter they have ſaved him from that Puniſh- 
ment he highly deſerves, and reſtored him 
to that Power he never did, nor ever can de- 
ſerve; I ſay, ſuppoſe our new Miniſters 
ſhould in this Caſe ſubmit to become the 
infamous Tools of his future Adminiſtra» 
tion, they will not be allowed to act even 
this ſcandalous part An ungrateful 
Man naturally hates thoſe, who, he knows, 
may juſtly accuſe him of Ingratitude: He 
can never be at Eaſe till they are removed 
out of his Sight; and this our new Mini- 
ſters muſt expect, if he nnn mounts 
the Saddle. A 
It will-be perceived, that. ] am arguing 
all this while, as if I took it for granted, 
that this Man's Reſtoration to Power, muſt 
be the certain Conſequence of an A& of 
Indemnity. I own I am. II think a 
Man muſt wilfully (hut his Eyes againſt 
3 does not for it. Even 
now. 
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now, though he ſtands behind the Scene, 
tis plain he directs every Thing upon the 
Stage. Two late Promotions mani- 
the Diſpoſal of all Offices, from the high- 

3 eft to the loweſt . — An Act of In- 
demnity will bring him again upon the 
Stage, to direct all our Affairs as openly 

and arbitrarily as before; and when I con- 

fider our preſent Circumſtances, I think, I 

have Cauſe to apprehend the near Approach 

of this publick Misfortune.— We te , 

the Friends of the Nation divided: 

There is no longer the fame Harmony 
which drove him from the avowed Poſſeſ 
ſion of Power: Jealouficsand Diſtruſts 
have got footing amongſt them. If 
dleeſe Things continue, they muſt turn to 
* the Advantage of the common Enemy; 
and private Animoſity will deſtroy all that 
bath been done by publick Spirit. 


L 9 — 22 — 


a * Mr. Foxes, whoſe Father is Servant to the Eart of . 
—_ ford. D. Advertiſer, Fan. 20. Mr. Hume, Brother to Alex. 
t ., Big; Peiitloner at the late tameus Chippteben Eledli- 
na ». N Jane's Exening Poll, December 30. | 
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The Nation looked for Relief from the 


new Miniſters. Things have not an- 
ſwered Expectation, and the People grow 


cout of Humour with them. — They; 


on the other Side, think themſelves ill 
ſed : They complain that, inſtead of be- 


ing aſſiſted and ſupported, they ate ex- 


poſed, calumniated, weakened, and left to 
themſelves Wbhither will theſe ill Hu- 


mours harry us Cannot any Body ſee 
the Ruin they muſt bring upon us? 


We are giving an Opening to the common 


Faemy:— We are tempting him to retun 
to his Poſt and nothing but an Act of In. 


demnity is wanting, to bring this Plague 
upon us again, which may ſoon happen, 


unleſs Providence ſhould PRI to 2 1 


theſe) unhappy Jealouſies. 

The new Miniſters a alink they 
enters upon publick Buſineſs by the Con- 
ſent of the Whole Nation that they took 
Poſſeſſion of the Government, as a Party 
that is detached from a grand Army, takes 


Poſſeſſion of a deſerted Camp, not for 


cthemſelres but for the common Cauſe; 


T but 
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bat that looking about, thinking their 
Friends were following them they found : 
themſelves left at the Mercy of the Ene- 
my, by :thoſe; who had hitherto backed 
and encouraged them. From tliis 
Time they ſay, they have been pulled to 
Pieces for not doing that which the Con- 
duct of their own, Friends had diſabled 


| | them from doings and that theſe are Cauſes 


ſufficient for putting them out of Humor, 
- [That the Nation hath; been moſt cruelly 
diſappointed is clear : To;\ whoſe Charge 
theſe Diſappointments are to be laid, pet 
haps is not quite ſdclcar.— The Friends 
of the new Miniſters muſt oNnꝗ that they 
have. ſuffered ſome wrong Things to be 
done, and that many right Things expect: 
ed of them are ſtill left undong t Wher 
cher all this bo owing to theit . not being 
ſupported by their Friends, Lill not de: 
termine, ut ſuppoſe the People Wo 
have ſuffered ſo long, and been ſo cruelly 
diſappointed, ſhould (for Want of ſeeing 
the Inſide of Things) ſuſpect thoſe that are 
not ugly, can this prone our new. Mi- 


niſters 
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niſters to throw off all Concern for the 
diſtreſſod Country feel the Effeas of their 
Reſentment, by a League with it's worſt 
Enemy Would they owe even Po ]- 
er itſelf, however bewitching it may be, 4 
to any infamous Bargain with one whom 
they themſelves have repreſented as a Mon- 


of them. 2 
As to tha een whomake up what q 
is now called the Country Party, they ſtill 7 


dt high in the People's Favour, Nax 


they always do ſo May there be at all 4 
Times a Number of Gentlemen of For- 
tune ſo happy in their Characters, as to 
poſſeſs the Hearts of their Countrymen ; © 
for ſuch muſt always be a Check upon a 
corrupt Adminiſtration ; and although they 


to do Good, they may prevent Miſchief, © 


lay they oppoſe every bad Mea- | 


may neither Spleen nor Revenge carry them 
ſo far, * Dealings, any Cor- 


ſter of Corruption ? I cannot think ſo 7 


fare of the preſent Men in Power, but 


2 : 
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reſpondence with the common Enemy. 
No Doubt, this Job might be done 
for him more effectually and more eaſily 
by them, than by the new Miniſters with- 


cout them; for whoever they are that are 


to do it, will have the Honour of the whole 
Crew of publick Plunderers for Allies and 
Aſſiſtants. If ever they ſhould be ſo in- 
fatuated as to treat with him, they are-loſt 
to their Country, and muſt. expect from 
that Minute, to become the dos poo of u- 


3 niverſal Hatred. 


As their whole Conduct hath bin: re- 
mote from private Intereſt, let not Spleen 
and Revenge againſt the new. Miniſters, 
puſh them upon that which all the Temp- 
tations of a Court could never prevail up- 
on them to do. If the Enemy finds 
the new Miniſters reſolute to oppoſe him, 
no doubt but thoſe of the Country Party 


will be applied to:=——All Artifices will be 
made uſe of to work upon their Paſſions: 
Vt is not to be doubted, but he hath 


long had ſome concealed Friends amongſt 
them: Men who never appeared for 


- — — — — 
— — — — momma —. — 
— 3 — — — — — 
— x — er CORY 
— — 2 . — . 
- 2 


( 18 ) 

him, but have all along endeavoured to 
weaken the Oppoſition, by creating Jea- 
louſies and Diviſions : Theſe will work 
for him: They muſt do it; for he has 
them by ſcandalous Secrets, If theſe 
can inflame the preſent Jealouſy betwixt 
the new Miniſters and the Country Party: 

— If they can exaſperate either of theſe 
Parties to think of Revenge, the Job will 
be done for him by the other ; and then 
he walks in again, without any farther 
Trouble. | 

To the Misfortune of the Nation, his 
Power hath laſted ſo long, that almoſt 
every Employment in the three Kingdoms, 
great and ſmall, hath been filled up by 
him. All theſe People will co-operate 
with either Side for his Return, by Means 
of a general Indemnity. The felonious 
Practices that had crept into every Office, 
were not ſimply pardoned, they were en- 
couraged and protected Many of theſe 
People have Reaſon to fear, if he is not 
brought back, not only that they muſt 43 


follow him, but that they may ſuffer for 
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lick Pilferers the Alarum. 
Indulgence the Offender has met with may 
not give Encouragement to the Practice for 


Clerk is charged with. 
ſtrange, he ſhould have continued his felo-— 
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paſt Sins. They may apprehend, that 
as long as Puniſhment hangs over him, 
ſome farther Villainies may be opened, 
which it is extremely their Intereſt to pre- 
vent. Beſides theſe, Rogues of all other 
Denominations, down to thoſe that infeſt 
the Paſſages of the Play-houſe: In fine, all 
that can expect Impunity and Indulgence 
in a looſe, diſorderly, and corrupt Ad- 
miniſtration, will be glad to ſee him again 


in Power. 


The Pilfering lately diſcovered in an Of- 


fice of very high Truſt, has given all pub- 
I wiſh the 


the future, It is very ſtrange, that a 


Clerk in an Office ſhould have an Oppor- 


tunity to. pilfer 16,000 /. from the Pub- 
lick, which is faid to be the Sum this 
It is very 


nious Practice for ſo many Vears without a 


Diſcovery, ——— But it is much more 


ſtrange, that when a Diſcovery was made, 
D 2 a Diſ- 
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a Diſmiſſion from his Office ſhould be his 
only Puniſhment ; and that when. an Ac- 
count was deſired, his Superiors ſhould hold 
themſelves ſatisfied with his anſwering, 
that he could not, becauſe his Books and 
Papers had been burnt . We may now 
gueſs why a Cart Load of Books and Pa- 
pers were carried from a certain Office, and 
made a Bonfire of in the Road to Hackney, 
ſoon after our Affairs in Parliament began 
laſt Winter to take a new Turn. If 
this Clerk had been poor, the Lightneſs of 
his' Puniſhment might have been imputed 
to Mercy, but as he is rich, Juſtice ſurely - 
required Reſtitution; and Juſtice will pre- 
vail if the Patron of publick Plunderers be 
not reſtored to Power. This is what 
they all know, and this will make them all 
join with any Party in Meaſures for that 
Purpoſe. | 
But it is to be hoped, that thoſe who 
are yet innocent, will confider- well the 
dangerous Conſequences, both with Re- 
ſpe& to themſelves and their Country, be- 
fore they allow themſelves to be tempted 
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to join in any. ſuch Meaſure. The 
whole People united againſt this Man and 
his Accomplices, becauſe they ſee plainly 
that the State muſt periſh in the Hands of 
one who has no Abilities to govern, nor 
any one Art of Government except that of 
Corruption alone. If the evil Genius of 
England ſhould bring him again upon the 
Stage, it is eaſy to foreſee, that Confuſion 
or Slavery muſt follow.._ © Te and his 
new as well as old Confederates may flatter 
themſelves, that as the Nation bore him fo 
long, it will bear him again ; but before 
they are ſure of this, let them diſtinguiſh = 
betwixt our different Circumſtances. 

When this Man was before in Power, 
the People ſaw an Oppoſition well conduct- 
ed, from whence they expected Relief: 
They were kept in continual Hopes 
of ſeeing an End of their Grievances, and 
of having the Author of them puniſhed, 
without being obliged to have Recourſe to 
violent Methods. But theſe Hopes will be 
no more, when they find a Door opened 
for bringing him in again upon them 

4 
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A Door, I ſay, opened by thoſe whom 
the People truſted to keep him out :=— 
When they ſee Men ſeduced, by the Love 


of Power, or to gratify Spleen and Malice, I 


tempted to join in ſaving their. worſt Ene- | 
my, they will truſt no more to Parlia- 


ments, and Neceſſity will force them to 
take Care of themſelves ; for I. may ven- 3 


ture to propheſy, that the Nation will ne- 
ver bear to be trampled under the Feet of 
a Man, ſaved from the aw by an Act 1 
of | Indemnity... | | 
I know many have die, * oo : 
People have been fo long oppreſſed and 
daunted with Taxes and ſtanding Armies, 
that they have loſt all Courage, that there 
is no ſuch Thing as a military Spirit left | 
amongſt them, and that there is therefore no 
Fear of their having Recourſe to Arms.—— — 
This is an Opinion that hath long preyail- © 
ed: It is what encouraged ſome aban- | 
doned Men to ſupport the late Miniſter in 
all his wicked Meaſures It was this 
| * that made them venture to follow | 
him 


__ { (ag) 
him through all his dirty Ways. They 
thought they were in no Danger from any 
violent Methods, and as they ſuppoſed the 
Majority of the Nation as abandoned as 
& themſelves, they thought they were in no 
Danger from any Legal. In the latter 
of theſe two Opinions they have found 
themſelves miſtaken ; and ſhould all Hopes 


n- of legal Relief be put an End to, they 
e- Z may find themſelves as much RPO in 
Rt  - I hare already ſhewn the Difference of 


our Circumſtances when this Man was laſt 
in Power, from what they will be ſhould 
he ever return. may ſtrengthen what 
I have ſaid upon that Subject by the Obſer- 
vation of a wiſe Man, That when a Peg- 
ple who have been long oppreſſed, are put in 
Hopes of Rehef, and are diſappornted, their 
Deſpair always takes a violent Turn. 
There are Examples of this in many Coun- 
tries. The People will no Doubt bear 
a great deal; but there are Bounds beyond 
which Patience will not go; and that is 
when they find, they can expect no Relief 


from 
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from the Laws or Conſtitution of their 
Country. | 

But ſuppoſe the People ſhould be kept in 
Subjection, and this Man ſupported in his 
recovered Power, by a corrupt Parliament 
and a numerous mercenary Army, will he 
not then be able, and no Man, I believe, 
doubts his Will, to deſtroy our Liberties as 
effectually as Cardinal Mazarin did the 
French. The Circumſtances of France, 
and the laſt Struggles made by the People 
for their, Liberties during the Adminiſtra- 
tion of that weak and wicked Prime Mi- 
niſter,, ſo nearly reſemble the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of this Nation, that I cannot 
conclude this Caveat better than by giving 
a ſhort Account of that Piece of Hiſtory. 

It is very remarkable, that the firſt 
Thing which raiſed the Indignation of the 
People againſt that blundering Miniſter, 
was an Exciſe-Scheme, The Liberties of 
the Nation had been in a great Meaſure 
ſuppreſſed by the former Miniſter. 
The People were in a Sort of Lethargy: 
The Parliament, at the Deſire of the Court, 
had 
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had paſſed many Laws deſtructive not only 
to private People but to the Public; 
and the Miniſters were ſo abandoned as to 
declare openly, That Honeſty was fit only 
for Tradeſmen, and not to be thought of in 
any Affairs relating to the Publick ; upon 
which the famous Cardinal des Retz makes 
this Remark, That when Governors loſe. all 
Shame, the Governed liſe all Reſpect, and it 
is uſually at ſucb a Time as this that the, Peo- 
ple recover of their Lethargy by falling into 
Convulfions, Theſe were the Circum- 
ſtances of France in the Year 1647, when 
an Edict was ſent to be regiſtred, that is 
to ſay, paſſed in Parliament, for laying an 
Exciſe upon all Proviſions brought into the 
City of Paris. The Parliament, which 
for ſeveral Vears had done every Thing the 
Court bid them, refuſed to paſs this Edict, 
ſo that the Court was obliged to drop it, 
and to give over levying the Exc:/e pro- 
poſed This began a Diſpute between 
the Court and Parliament, which at laſt 
produced a Sort of Civil War, commonly 
called the Barricades of Paris. 

| E Though 
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Though the Court had a numerous Ar- 
my at it's Command : Though that 
Army had juſt obtained a notable Victory 
over the Spaniards in Flanders, and was 
commanded. by one of the greateſt Gene- 
tals. of the Age, I mean the Prince of 
Cyndi; yet all this could not fo tertify the 
People as to prevent their flying to Arms, 
when they found that nothing elſe would 
do; and the Miniſter might, perhaps, then 

have been ſacrificed, but he was ſaved at 
that Time by the Divifions among the 
Chiefs of the People, and the Conduct of 
the Pre of Conde Did he älter His 
Meaſures, or ſhew any Gratitude to the 
Prince? 80 far otherwiſe, that in leſs than 
4 Vear he got both the Prince and his Bro- 
ther cominitted to Priſon; and he con- 
tinued to incenſe the PhHiartibhie and pro- 
voke the People as much as ever: He Had 
the Cardinal de R#z, and ſome others, ac- 
cuſed of treaſonable Practices, and” proſe- 
cuted in Parliament upon the Evidence of 
falſe and ſuborned Witneſſes; and he ne- 
glected the Proſecution of the War then 


carrying on againſt Syuin. By 
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By theſe Meaſures, and by his ingrofling 
ſo entirely the Ear of the Queen Regent, 
he united all Parties againſt him. Even 
the Duke of Orleans, firſt . Prince of the 
Blood, and preſumptive Heir of the Crown, 
| declared openly againſt him; and though 

the Miniſter ſet all his Engines to work, 
in order to regain the Duke, he could not 
prevail; but on the contrary, his Royal 
Highneſs, by the Advice of the Parliament, 
returned for Anſwer to the Queen Regent, 
' who had: ſent to invite him to Court, that 
he awould wait on her in the moſt dutiful Man- 
ner, as ſoon: as the Princes were at Liberty, 
and the Cardinal removed from the King's 
Preſence and from his | Councils; and the 
very fame Day the Parliament voted, al- 
moſt unanimouſly, an Addreſs to the King, 
praying, that be would order the Princes to 
be ſet at Liberty, and that he would remove 
Cardinal Mazarin from his Councils and 
Preſence ; for the Parliament of Paris did 
not, it ſeems, think, that it was neceſſary 
to have à Proof of any Crime, as a Foun- 


_ for ſuch an Addreſß. 
E 2 This 
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This came like a Thunder-clap upon 
the Miniſter..—_— Upon this he quite loſt 
his Courage, and though he got the Queen 
to return a haughty Anſwer to the Parlia- 
ment, yet that very Night he ſtole out of 
Paris in Diſguiſe, without taking the 
Queen Regent or the young King along 
with him. — But as he retired only 
to St. Ger mains, the Parliament ſoon after 
iſſued an Arret, by which he was ordered 
fo depart the Kingdom and all the Places 
under | bis Majeſty's Dominion, in fifteen 
Days,  *6#th all bis Relations and Domeſtick 
Servants that were Foreigners; or in De- 
Fault thereof, 10 be proceeded againſt as Cri- 
minals, with Leave to all bis Majeſty s Sub- 
jets to attack and deflray them. In Obe- 
dience to this the Cardinal departed: the 
Kingdom, and the Princes being ſet at 
Liberty, they came to Paris, and took 
their Seats in Parliament as uſual. 

Thus one would think, that the Coun- 
try Party in France had got a complete 
Victory, and that the Liberties of. the Na- 
tion would conſequently be ſecured upon a 

| : ſolid 
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folid and laſting Foundation. But 
alas! They had done their Buſineſs bat 
by halves. They had removed the 
Miniſter : — They had even baniſhed 
him out of the Kingdom : Nay 
farther, they had ſet a Price. upon his 
Head, if he ever returned: But his 
Creatures and Tools ſtill remained in moſt 
of the publick Employments, eſpecially 
at Court, by which Means the Cardinal, 
though he was 300 Miles diſtant, directed 
all the Affairs of the Nation; for nothing 
of Importance was reſolved on by the 
Queen and her ſelect Council, till a Cou- 
rier was ſent to the Cardinal for his Ad- 
vice. ——— The Princes and Parliament 
ſoon became” ſenſible of this. * 
Queen Regent continued obſtinate; 
The two Parties in the Oppoſition, in- 
ſtead of joining in Meaſures for over- 
coming her Obſtinacy, rather confirmed 
her in it, by entering ſeparately into Ne- 
gotiations with her. And this re- 
vived again the Flames of a Civil War, 
Win became much more general and 
bloody 
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blavdy...than it had been before. In 
this War the Princes of the Blood, the Par- 
liament, and a great Majority of the Peo- 
ple, were united againſt the Court; and 
the Diſcontents of the People were very 
much aggravated by the Cardinal's being 
called back to Court, and re · inſtated in his 
former Poſt, even during the Continuance 
of 'the War. In theſe Circumſtances 
one would imagine, that the Country- 
Party might /cafily have got the better; 
but as this Party conſiſted of two diſtinct 
Panties, to wit, that of the Duke of Or- 
leant) and that of the Prince of Conde, 
the Miniſter craſtily applied to them ſe- 
e for an On wad both 
By-this Means he Por? Jealouſies and 
Diftruſts betweon them, fo that they could 
never heartily join in any Meaſures even 
ſor their on Safety, much leſs for the 
Safety of their: Country, and the Party at 
laſt dwindled away to nothing. The 
Court returned triumphantly to Paris, got 

2-649 Rand of the whole Kingdom, 
vbo without 
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Terms, either for er the L 1 tl of 
the People, or indemnifying thoſe chat tad 
taken Arms in their Defence. 

The Miiliſter being thus reſtored to the 
full Pofſeffion” of his Power, began then 
to ſhew the inſolence of his Temper :- me 
The Prince of Cond? had taken Cate to. 
retlte in Time, but the very next Day af- 
ter the Conrt's Return, the Duke of Or- 
kam was baffithect to Limruri, and no leſs 
than twelve Metnbets' of Parliament were 
baniſhed from Paris; and though the 
Oven owned that her Return to Paris 
Was very much owing to the Cardinal 4 
Retz, yet he was ſobn after taken up and 
imprifoned, from whence” he at Taft made 
his Eſcape, and rettrett tü RH. The 
royal Authority” was then raiſed to it's high- 
eft Pinnacle: The Parliament was for- 
did to meddte with any Matters of state; 
und ever finde, it has been obliged to 
paſs alt fuch Lixws + as re ſent thither- by 
ed King, Thee were the Mlsfortünes 

| 3 which 
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| which the Country Party brought upon 
themſelves and their Country, by their 
Jealouſies and Diviſions, and by entering 
into ſeparate Negotiations with the Mini- 
ſter. This fatal Cataſtrophe was ow- 
ing to - a Want of publick Spirit in the 
Chiefs of both the Parties oppoſite to the 
Court. They had all a Hatred to the 
Miniſter; but none of them had ſuch a 
true Love for their Country as to ſacrifice 

their own private Views to the Re · eſtabliſh 
| ment of it's Liberties.———PFor this Pur- 
1 poſe, it was certainly neceſſary to have 
| convoked a general Aſſembly of the gtates 
of the Kingdom, in order, by their Au- 
1 thority, to have ſach Regulations eſta- | 

= bliſhed as were neceſſary for limiting the 

Power of the Crown, and... ſettling the 
| publick Liberty upon a ſolid, and impene- 
trable Foundation, ——But this the Lead- 
= ers of both Parties were averſe to, for pri- 
= vate Reaſons of their own The Prin- 
ces, of the Blood were againſt it ; becauſe 
| they thought, a Diminution of the royal 
Power would diminiſh their - Splendor and 
*_ Influ- 
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Influence tw, The Parliament were as 
gainſt it; becauſe they thought, fuch an 
Aſſembly regularly eftabliſhed, would de- 
rogate from their Dignity and Authority; 
and the Cardinal 4% Retz was againſd 
it; beravfs he had probably a View of ſuo- 
ceeding to be Prime Miniſter, in Caſe of 
Maur s Death; ſor though he refuſed 
that Poſt when it was offered him by the 
 Quetty during the Cardinal's Baniſhment, 
it war hot; beeauſe he did not long fox it: 
— He himſelf gives another very ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſon : Royal Favour, ſays he, 7s 
never to be played with. One cannot em- 
brace it too cloſely if it be real, nor keep too 
far off from it ¶ it be difſembled. | 
Thus the general Intereſt of the Country 
was ſacrificed to the particular Views of the 
ſeveral Leaders; and) the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of each Party, ſought only. how 
they might moſt ſucceſsfully promote their 
private Intereſt. By this the Liberties 
of France were overturned, the Lead- 
ersof both the Patties in Oppoſition to the 
Court ſacrificed, and the moſt hateful. 
Sa of 
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„  " Be 
all Miniſters reſtored to Power. The 
Effect will be the ſame in this Country, if 
private Views, either of Ambition, Intereſt, 


or Reſentment, be allowed to prevail over 


the Publick ; therefore, I hope, every Man 
who is not reſolved to be the Slave or Tool 
of a Prime Miniſter, will unite in oppoſing 
an Act of Indemnity during this Seſſion, to 
the End, that in the next geſſion, they 
may all unite in proper Methods for obtain- 
ing publick n * W 1 
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